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d  FUNEEAL  SERMON. 


PSALM  CXIX.  75. 

"  I  know,  O  Lord,  that  thy  judgments  are  right,  and  that  thou  in  faith- 
fuhiess  hast  afflicted  mcc" 

1  HESE  words  are  expressive  of  the  feelings  of  the 
pious  Psalmist,  under  a  deep  sense  of  the  divine  recti- 
tude. He  viewed  the  government  of  God  to  be  holy 
and  righteous,  in  seasons  of  affliction,  as  well  as  pros- 
perity. He  could  cordially  rejoice  in  it,  and  acknow- 
ledge the  divine  faithfulness  in  all  the  dispensations  of 
Providence.  Deeply  impressed  with  the  thought  that 
"  justice  and  righteousness  are  ever  the  habitations  of 
God's  throne,"  he  says,  "  I  know,  O  Lord,  that  thy 
judgments  are  right,  and  that  thou  in  faithfulness  hast 
afflicted  me." 

We  have  here  an  example  worthy  of  imitation  at 
all  times,  and  especially  when  called  to  pass  through 
scenes  of  pungent  anguish  and  affliction.  Although 
the  understanding  may  be  convinced,  that  the  Judge 
of  all  the  earth  does,  and  will  do  right,  yet  it  is  a  pe- 
culiar trait  in  the  Christian  character,  cordially  to  sub- 
mit to  God's  righteous  government,  and  feel  disposed 
to  say,  "I  know,  O  Lord,  that  thy  judgments  are  right, 
and  that  thou  in  faithfulness  hast  afflicted  me."  Our 
Saviour  eminently  exhibited  this  temper,  in  his  memo- 
rable prayer,  in  view  of  the  trials  and  sufferings  which 
awaited  him,  "  not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done."  When 
he  uttered  these  words,  his  divine  mind  viewed  at  once 
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all  the  keennes,s  of  his  sufferings,  and  all  the  agonies  of 
the  cross  ;  yet  his  prayer  was  in  perfect  submission  to 
the  divine  will.  Indeed,  this  submission  is  abundantly 
inculcated  in  the  holy  scriptures,  and  eminently  exem- 
plified in  the  lives  of  the  bible  saints,  under  the  trials 
and  afflictions  which  they  experienced. 

Such  a  submission  becomes  those,  whom  the  re- 
cent providence  of  God  has  called  to  mourning.  In- 
deed, the  text  was  selected  by  the  afflicted  companion 
of  the  deceased,  as  suitable  and  appropriate  to  the  oc- 
casion, which  has  caused  this  assembly  to  assume  the 
visage  of  mourning,  and  the  bereaved  family,  and  near 
relatives  to  be  buried  in  anguish. — "  I  know,  O  Lord, 
that  thy  judgments  are  right,  and  that  thou  in  faithful- 
ness hast  afflicted  me." 

Our  minds  may  be  profitably  led,  on  this  occasion, 
to  consider, 

I.  The  nature  of  Christian  submission. 

II.  The  reasons  for  this  submission. 

I.  The  nature  of  Christian  submission. 

There  are  various  ways  in  which  mankind  are  liable 
to  be  deceived,  with  respect  to  the  nature  of  their  feel- 
ings, which  they  mistake  for  real  submission.  It  hence 
becomes  highly  important  carefully  to  attend  to  this 
interesting  subject.  As  there  are  different  kinds  of 
submission,  so  there  are,  also,  different  motives  to  in- 
duce us  to  exercise  them.  But  there  is  but  one  genu- 
ine Christian  submission,  which  is  acceptable  to  God. 
It  is  implied  in  the  words  of  the  text,  "  I  know,  O 
Lord,  that  thy  judgments  are  right,  and  that  thou  in 
faithfulness  hast  afflicted  me." 

1.  Christian  submission  is  not  a  forced  submission. 
Multitudes,  no  doubt,  in  seasons  of  affliction,  feel 
calm,  and  in  a  measure  comfortable  in  their  minds,  and 
conceive  this  to  be  the  genuine  submission  required  in 
the  gospel,  and  the  same  which  was  exercised  by  the 
bible  saints;  at  the  same  time  it  may  be  merely  2i forced 
submission.     Thev  submit  because  they  are  obliged 


to  submit.  After  they  have  indulged  murmurings  and 
complaints  against  Divine  Providence,  they  will  rea- 
son thus  on  the  subject  :  What  benefit  results  from 
murmuring  ?  God  is  more  powerful  than  we  are.  We 
are  sensible  we  cannot  get  rid  of  our  trouble  ;  there- 
fore we  will  yield.  Thus,  however,  yielding  is  against 
their  wills  ;  they  flatter  themselves,  that  it  is  Christian 
submission.  But  it  is  far,  very  far  from  it.  It  is  simi- 
lar to  this — A  criminal,  under  sentence  of  death,  is 
bound  with  chains,  and  surrounded  by  an  armed  force, 
and  thus  conveyed  to  the  place  of  execution.  He  knows 
he  cannot  escape  death  ;  that  he  must  die  ;  and  there- 
fore yields  to  his  fate.  But  has  he  not,  at  the  same 
time,  the  same  criminal  disposition,  as  when  he  com- 
mitted the  crime  ?  And  would  he,  if  the  armed  Gen- 
try and  chains  were  removed,  and  he  set  at  liberty, 
cheerfully  yield  to  the  executioner  ?  When  parents  see 
their  childfen  sick,  or  husbands  their  wives,  and  find 
there  is  no  prospect  of  their  recovery,  do  they  cheer- 
fully yield  them  to  death  ?  Or  is  not  their  yielding  like 
that  of  a  vanquished  enemy,  who,  at  the  very  same 
time,  hates  the  conqueror,  and  wants  nothing  but  power 
to  destroy  him  ?  So  in  seasons  of  alHiction,  w^hen  we 
tind  that  it  has  or  must  come  upon  us,  if  we  yield  in 
this  forced  manner,  knowing  that  w^e  cannot  avoid  it, 
we  possess  nothing  more  than  a  forced  submission. 
We  w^ould  have  prevented  these  evils,  had  it  been  in 
our  power.  But  this  is  far  from  Christian  submission. 
It  is  far  from  regarding  the  government  of  infinite  wis- 
dom and  goodness. 

2.  Christian  submission  is  not  a  selfish  submission. 
In  afflictions  we  arc  pained  and  distressed ;  we  are 
tossed  on  the  billows  of  sorrow,  and  seek  relief.  In 
a  state  of  nature,  we  have  no  disposition  to  go  to 
God,  and  yield  to  him  tlie  submission  which  he  re- 
quires, and  obtain  relief  in  the  w^ay  which  he  has  ap- 
pointed. Wc  resolve  that  it  will  be  for  our  own  ease 
and  comfort,  to  think  as  little  about  it  as  possible,  and 
give  up  to  it,  let  the  event  be  ivhat  it  may.  This  is 
wholly  upon  selfish  principles  ;  it  is  submitting  for 
the  sake  onlij  of  our  own  ease  and  comfot't.     With  this 


kind  of  submission,  when  the  rod  that  afflicts  us  is 
before  us,  we  refuse  to  kiss  it.  Awakened  sinners, 
under  powerful  convictions  of  sin,  are  in  great  distress. 
The  stings  of  a  guilty  conscience,  and  the  terrors  of 
an  awful  hereafter,  lead  them  to  exclaim  in  anguish, 
"  What  shall  we  do  to  be  saved  ?"  where  shall  we  go 
for  relief  ?  and  are  almost  insupportable.  In  their 
search  for  comfort,  the}^  think  they  will  submit ;  but 
with  no  other  motive,  than  to  obtain  their  own  good. 
We  have  reason  to  believe,  that  many  poor,  self-delu- 
ded sinners,  have  submitted  on  this  ground  ;  have  lived 
and  died,  hoping  in  this  kind  of  submission,  and  have 
awaked  in  everlasting  despair.  Sin  was  never  subdu- 
ed in  them.  Their  hearts  were  never  united  by  faith 
and  love  to  the  blessed  Redeemer.  They  never  pos- 
sessed a  right  to  the  covenant  blessings  of  the  children 
of  God.  This  is  not  the  submission  which  our  Sav- 
iour exercised.  He  frequently  expostulated  against 
selfishness,  and  exposed  the  emptiness  and  hypocrisy 
of  duties  discharged  from  selfish  motives.  To  the 
Jews  he  said,  ''  I  seek  not  mine  own  glory,  but  the 
GLORY  of  Him  that  sent  me." 

There  is  another  way  of  submitting  to  afflictions  on 
selfish  grounds  ;  especially  in  submitting  to  bereave- 
ments by  death.  This  is,  when  we  have  evidence 
that  our  departed  friends  are  gone  to  rest.  We  look 
upon  them  in  all  the  agonies  of  sickness  and  death  ; 
see  them  manifesting  the  religion  of  Jesus,  and  humbly 
trusting  and  hoping  in  the  Redeemer,  and  believe, 
when  death  executes  his  office,  they  will  be  happy  in 
the  complete  enjoyment  of  God.  On  this  ground, 
there  is  submission  to  their  deaths.  But  all  this  may 
be  that  selfish  submission  w^hich  the  gospel  condemns. 

3.  Christian  submission  does  not  imply  a  deHght  in 
misery,  in  itself  considered.  When  v;e  meet  with  ca- 
lamities, our  submission  may  be  genuine  Christian 
submission,  without  delighting  in  the  talamity  itself. 
When  we  see  our  friends  in  sickness  and  distress,  w^e 
ought  not  to  rejoice  in  their  pain.  Christian  submis- 
sion does  not  require  it.  Holy  Job  cheerfully  submit- 
ted to  his  afflictions  ;  and  although  he  exclaimed,  *'  the 
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Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away,  and  bles- 
sed be  the  name  of  the  Lord  ;"  yet  all  this  did  not  im- 
ply a  delight  in  his  calamities,  in  themselves  consider- 
ed. When  our  Saviour  said,  "  not  my  vt^ill,  but  thine 
be  done,"  he  did  not  dehght  in  the  sufferings  of  the 
cross,  in  themselves  considered.  Pain  was  disagreea- 
ble to  be  endured.  Happiness  in  itself  was  his  de- 
light. Pain  is  not  to  be  desired,  and  there  is  no  Chris- 
tian exercise  which  requires  a  delight  in  it.     But, 

4.  Christian  submission  implies  a  desire  that  God 
may  be  glorified.  This  our  Saviour  desired  in  his  suf- 
ferings. This  was  the  ultimate  object  of  all  his  ac- 
tions. When  he  was  about  to  suffer,  he  prayed  to  the 
Father,  and  in  his  prayer  manifested  that  his  glory  was 
the  end  of  all  his  actions.  "  Father,  I  have  glorified  thee 
on  earth,  I  have  finished  the  work  which  thou  gavest  me 
to  do."  Although  he  did  not  delight  in  his  sufferings, 
yet  his  desire  to  have  the  Father  glorified  was  so  evi- 
dent, that  he  was  wiUing  to  submit  to  all  the  agonies 
of  the  cross,  that  the  Father  might  be  glorified.  This 
was  a  striking  example  for  our  imitation.  We  must 
not  delight  in  affliction  for  what  it  is  in  itself,  but  must 
feel  willing  to  endure  it  for  the  glory  of  God.  We 
ought  to  feel  willing  to  be  deprived  of  health,  that  God 
may  be  glorified  ;  to  be  stript  of  all  our  worldly  goods 
as  Job  was,  that  God  may  be  glorified.  Indeed,  w^e 
should  be  willing  to  part  with  our  own  lives  for  the 
glory  of  God.  This  desire  for  the  divine  glory  is 
highly  essential  to  Christian  submission. 

Another  thing  essential  to  Christian  submission  is, 
a  desire  to  relinquish  our  own  private  good,  for  the 
good  of  the  great  whole.  This  is,  in  some  degree,  in- 
cluded in  what  has  been  said,  but  may  require  a  parti- 
cular consideration. — Submission  implies  benevolence, 
or  a  desire  for  the  greatest  possible  good  of  the  uni- 
verse. Whenever  we  are  called  in  Divine  Providence 
to  endure  adversity,  we  ought  to  view  it  as  designed 
for  the  general  good,  and  cordially  to  yield  to  it.  This 
is  genuine  submission.  It  is  directly  the  reverse  of 
what  the  ungodly  exercise.  It  is  the  same  disposi- 
tion which  the  divine  Saviour  exercised  when  he  relin- 
2 
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quished  his  own  private  happiness,  that  sinners  migliE 
be  saved,  and  the  greatest  possible  good  of  God's 
kingdom  be  promoted,  God  does  not  deHght  in  afflic- 
tion in  itself.  He  rejoices  in  the  greatest  happiness  of 
his  tnoral  subjects.  He  sees  that  aiSictions  and  ca- 
lamities are  necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  this. 
This  is  his  great  aim  when  he  afflicts  his  people.  Our 
views  and  feelings  should  be  of  the  same  kind.  .  We 
should  be  willing  to  relinquish  a  less,  for  a  greater 
good  ;  and  as  the  good  of  the  great  whole  is  infinitely 
greater  than  our  own,  we  ought  cheerfully  to  relin* 
quish  our  own  for  this.  This  would  be  genuine  sub- 
mission. 

Further,  Christian  submission  implies,  an  unshaken 
trust  and  confidence  in  God.  in  thus  submitting,  we 
cheerfully  yield  to  him  as  a  holy  sovereign,  v/ho  owns 
us,  and  has  a  right  to  do  with  us  as  he  pleases.  It  im= 
plies  that  our  wills  aje  swaliovvx^d  up  in  the  Divine 
will  ;  that  whatever  is  his  pleasure,  we  cordially  ac- 
qjuiesce  in  it.     I  proceed, 

H.  To  offer  some  reasons  for  this  submission. 

1.  God  alone  has  the  right  to  govern  the  universe^ 
and  hence  ail  should  yield  to  him.  Whatever  he  does, 
no  one  has  any  right  to  complain,  but  ^Al  are  bound  ta 
acquiesce  in  it.  We,  and  all  this  world,  belong  to 
God.  We  are  his  by  creation  and  preservation.  He  is 
the  Creator  and  preserver  of  every  living  creature- 
As  we  and  all  things  are  his,  he  has  a  just  right  to  do 
with  us  as  he  pleases  y  and  since  he  possesses  this  right j, 
the  duty  of  unconditional  submission  must  necessarily 
follow.  We  all  suppose,  and  justly  claim  the  right  of 
ordering  and  directing,  w4th  respect  to  our  own  affairs, 
as  we  please,  and  suppose  our  domestics  bound  to  sub- 
mit to,  and  obey  onr  commands.  Shall  we  then  deny 
God  this  right,  which  W'C  claim  to  ourselves,  and  feel 
as  if  there  was  no  reason  in  our  submitting  to  him, 
when  we  claim  this  submission  every  day  ?  Will  we 
assent  to  that  in  common  matters,  which  we  deny  in 
matters  of  religion  2 
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2.  God  commands  submission.  This  is  a  sufficient 
reason  why  we  should  obey.  The  great  controversy 
between  God  and  the  sinner  is,  respecting  submission. 
Man  has  revolted  from  God,  taken  up  arms  against 
him,  and  said,  that  he  would  not  have  God  to  reign 
over  him.  Every  exhibition  he  discovers  of  the  di- 
vine sovereignty  over  his  creatures,  causes  his  heart 
to  boil  with  fresh  enmity.  God  commands  him  to  de- 
sist— to  lay  down  the  weapons  of  his  rebellion,  and  to 
submit  and  own  his  government.  The  sinner  surely 
has  no  right  to  disobey  this  command.  It  is  the  com- 
mand of  the  infinite  God  to  sinful,  helpless,  dependent 
creatures,  who  arc  wholly  to  blame  for  revolting  from, 
and  hating  the  divine  government.  They  have  no 
right  to  stand  out,  and  oppose  for  a  single  moment, 
however  affiicting  God's  providences  may  be  to  them. 
When  the  parent  enjoins  a  reasonable  command  upon 
his  child,  that  child  has  no  right  to  disobey.  From 
infinitely  higher  authority  are  the  commands  of  God 
to  all  mankind,  to  yield  unconditional  obedience  to 
him. 

3.  All  that  God  does  is  v/isest  and  best.  If  so,  why 
then  not  submit  to  it  ?  Shall  w^e  murmur  at  that  which 
is  good  ?  It  is  impossible  for  God  to  do  wrong.  He 
knows  infinitely  the  best  what  is  right.  He  is  dispo- 
sed, and  has  power  to  do  it.  Indeed,  he  will  do  it, 
and  all  rational  beings  must  submit,  or  be  lost  for  ever. 
We  are  but  short  sighted  creatures  ;  we  know  but 
little,  can  see  but  little,  and  have  our  judgments  warp- 
ed by  sinful  prejudice.  There  are  many  things  which 
we  cannot  see  into,  and  many  events  in  Divine  Provi- 
dence which  we  cannot  comprehend.  God  maketh 
darkness  his  paviilion.  "  But  though  clouds  and  dark- 
ness are  round  about  him,  yet  justice  and  righteous- 
ness are  the  habitations  of  his  throne."  All  are  wisely 
ordered,  and  for  the  best  good.  Many  things  we  con- 
ceive to  be  against  us, — but  all  will  be  cleared  up  to  us 
in  the  end,  and  will  appear  for  the  best  good.  Jacob 
said  respecting  his  favorite  son,  *'  Me  have  ye  berea- 
ved." But  he  eventually  saw  all  the  wonderful  dealings 
of  God  with  him  to  be  right.     Joseph  was  doubtless 
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ignorant  of  the  great  event  God  would  accomplish  by 
his  afflictions  ;  but  in  the  end,  he  saw  it  ail  for  the  best 
good.  To  his  brethren  he  said,  "  But  as  for  you,  ye 
thought  evil  against  me,  but  God  meant  it  for  good,  to 
bring  to  pass,  as  it  is  this  day."  David,  while  pursued 
by  Saul,  that  he  might  take  his  life,  exclaims  in  the 
language  of  despondency,  "  I  shall  one  day  perish  by 
the  hands  of  Saul."  The  darkness  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence was  a  mean  of  shaking  his  confidence  in  God  ; 
but  all  these  things  appeared  clear,  and  he  afterwards 
considered  the  divine  government  to  be  a  matter,  not 
only  of  his  own  but  of  universal  rejoicing.  "  The 
Lord  reigns,  let  the  earth  rejoice."  Although  we  may 
think  that  our  calamities  and  troubles,  the  loss  of  near 
and  dear  friends,  and  all  our  afflictions  are  not  for  the 
best,  yet  we  shall  one  day  see  and  realize  tMit  they  are. 
We  are  now  assured  that  God  who  orders  all  events, 
would  not  accomplish  them  were  they  not  for  the  best. 

4.  All  that  God  does  will  end  in  his  glory.  This  is 
another  reason  why  we  should  submit  to  his  govern- 
ment. What  can  be  more  desirable  than  the  glory  of 
the  great  and  ever  blessed  God  ?  He  is  the  sum  of  all 
that  is  excellent  and  lovely.  He  is  admired  and  ado- 
red by  saints  and  angels,  and  is  worthy  of  the  adora- 
tion and  praise  of  all  intelligent  creatures.  Whatever 
tends  to  glorify  God  must  be  matter  of  delight,  and 
that  in  which  we  should  cheerfully  acquiesce.  All  that 
he  does  in  his  providence,  will  redound  to  his  glory. 
All  his  mercies  and  frowns  tend  to  the  same  end,  even 
the  wrath  of  man  will  praise  him.  Therefore  let  all 
cheerfully  submit  to  what  God  does,  confidently  be- 
lieving that  all  things  will  ultimately  terminate  in  his 
glory. — We  hence  see  there  are  abundant  reasons  why 
we  should  possess  unconditional  submission. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  we  learn  what  feel- 
ings and  exercises  are  becoming  those  who  are  called 
to  mourn.  Although  their  afflictions  are  great,  yet 
those  of  the  blessed  Saviour  were  infinitely  greater  than 
it  is  possible  for  any  finite  creature  to  endure,  yet  he 
cheerfully  submitted,  "  not  my  will,  but  thine  be 
done."     The  Psalmist  was  eminently  possessed  of  the 
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same  temper,  when  he  uttered  the  words  of  the  text, 
*'  I  know,  O  Lord,  that  thy  judgments  are  right,  and 
that  thou  m  faithfuhiess  hast  afflicted  me." 

It  becomes  mourners  to  submit.  The  Psalmist  re- 
sorted to  submission  as  his  only  source  of  comfort. 
He  could  rejoice  that  God  would  be  glorified,  and  the 
greatest  good  promoted. — The  occasion  on  which  wc 
have  convened,  calls  loudly  upon  all  to  exercise  gospel 
submission.  An  afflicted  family,  and  near  relatives,  a 
bereaved  neighborhood  and  society,  and  a  church  clad 
in  mourning,  are  spectacles  exhibited  by  the  recent  pro- 
vidence of  God,  which  has  removed,suddenly  by  death, 
her,  whose  remains  now  lie  before  us.  She  was  the 
kind  companion,  the  affectionate  mother,  the  tender 
sister,  the  beloved  friend,  the  compassionate  neighbor, 
and  the  truly  pious  v/orshipper.  As  if  we  might  not 
longer  enjoy  the  privilege  of  her  society,  her  friendship, 
and  her  prayers,  a  holy  and  righteous  God  has  called 
her  to  himself.  Sudden  and  distressing  disease  is  sent 
to  arrest  her  ; — her  frame  languishes  under  the  power- 
ful malady,  and  with  calm  composure  of  mind,  and 
strong  faith  and  consolation  in  the  Redeemer,  she  takes 
her  last  farewell  of  earth,  and  ascends,  as  we  humbly 
trust,  to  a  happier  world.  Methinks  I  hear  the  whis- 
pering accents  from  this  afflicted  audience — Farewell, 
thou  blessed  matron,  friend,  and  pious  soul !  May  we 
meet  thee  again  in  the  world  of  glory,  and  enjoy  thy 
society  for  ever,  in  songs  of  praise  to  redeeming  love ! 
— But  we  leave  our  departed  friend  with  God,  and  turn 
to  recommend  the  submission  which  has  been  descri* 
bed  in  this  discourse,  to  the  bereaved  companion,  chil- 
dren, parent,  brothers,  sisters,  and  other  near  relatives 
of  the  deceased. 

My  afflicted  Friends, 
This  providence  is  loudly  addressed  to  you.  In  va- 
rious respects  do  you  stand  in  need  of  the  submission 
to  which  we  have  been  attending.  Little,  in  all  pro- 
bability, were  you  expecting  so  speedily  to  witness  the 
dissolution  of  her  whom  you  so  tenderly  loved  and 
respected.    But  about  two  weeks  since,  most  of  you 
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came  with  her  to  the  house  of  God,  to  worship  to- 
gether before  the  Most  High,  and  many  of  you  sat 
down  with  her  to  the  table  of  the  Lord.  Foreign  must 
have  been  the  thought,  from  the  health  she  then  enjoy- 
ed, that  this  was  the  last  communion,  in  the  commem- 
oration of  Christ's  dying  love,  you  were  to  enjoy  witli 
her  in  this  pilgrimage  state.  But  it  is  well.  Has  not 
God  a  right  to  do  what  he  will  with  his  own  ?  She  was 
but  a  lent  mercy,  though  indeed  a  rich  blessing,  and 
we  cordially  feel  that  your  loss  is  her  unspeakable  gain. 
Although  her  life  was  desirable,  that  she  might  benefit 
her  family  and  fiiends,  yet  at  the  call  of  God  she  cheer- 
fully obeyed  the  summons,  and  yielded  back  her  life 
to  him  who  gave  it.  She  has  done  with  earth,  and  can 
now  only  live  in  pleasing  remembrance.  Here  her  in- 
structions and  examples  cease.  In  the  attire  of  the 
grave,  and  soon  to  be  deposited  from  the  view  of  mor- 
tals, she  addresses  her  last  instructions  in  more  persua- 
sive language  than  when  her  frail  body  was  animated — 
"  Be  ye  also  ready — prepare  for  death,  and  follow  me." 
Htre  the  bereaved  companion  may  take  his  last  part- 
ing look  on  her  whom  he  once  tenderly  loved,  and  feel 
and  say,  "  God  has  spoken  once,  3'ea  twice."  Yet 
God  is  just.  Although  this  is  my  second  beloved 
companion,  of  whom  I  have  been  deprived,  yet  "  I 
know,  O  Lord,  that  thy  judgments  are  right,  and  that 
thou  in  faithfulness  hast  afflicted  me."  Lord,  I  resign 
my  right  to  thee  at  thy  call.  *'  Let,  I  pray  thee,  thy 
merciful  kindness  be  for  my  (Comfort,  according  to  thy 
word  unto  thy  servant."~Here  let  the  beloved  chil- 
dren turn  and  view,  for  the  last  time,  her  who,  under 
God,  gave  them  birth,  watched  over  them  in  infancy, 
instructed  their  young  and  tender  minds,  and  strove 
to  form  them  to  virtue  and  usefulness  here,  and  hap- 
piness hereafter.  Recall  to  your  minds  her  prayers, 
her  counsels  and  instructions,  and  although  she  is  gone, 
preserve  them  in  fresh  remembrance.  Remember  she 
will  not  return  to  you,  but  you  must  follow  her.  Let 
it  be  your  first  business  to  live  as  she  lived,  and  incul- 
cated upon  your  minds  the  precepts  of  religion.  Let 
your  beloved  mother's  God  be  your  God  and  friend, 
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and  early  dedicate  your  lives  to  his  service.  Then 
only  may  you  be  prepared,  with  her,  to  die  in  peace, 
and  rest  in  hope,  and  meet  again  in  the  paradise  of 
God.— — The  beloved  brothers  and  sisters,  you  who 
tenderly  esteemed  her,  at  your  last  look,  will  feel  and 
say,  Is  she  gone,  never  more  to  mingle  in  our  com- 
pany here  ?  are  wc  never  more  to  share  in  her  agreea- 
ble society  and  communion  here  on  earth  ?  We  will 
then  profit  from  her  last  instruction,  the  solemn,  silent 
message  she  is  now  delivering.  Yet  conspicuous  a- 
mong  your  number  stands  the  only  brother  of  the  de» 
ceased.  Your  sorrow  is  truly  great,  your  anguish  pun- 
gent. You  of  all  your  once  agreeable  connections^ 
aside  from  your  conjugal  relation,  are  left  alone.  The 
deceased  was  the  last  of  your  family  or  connections^ 
but  yourself,  and  has  she  left  you  ?  Truly,  she  is  na 
m.ore.  Is  not  this  admonition  loudly  addressed  ?  Is  it 
not,  that  you  may  profit  by  it,  and  be  prepared  for 
your  own  dissolution  ?  God  is  your  only  refuge.  Sub- 
mit to  his  holy  government,  and  say  with  the  Psalmist,- 
'•  I  know,  O  Lord,  that  thy  judgments  are  right,  and 
that  thou  in  faithfulness  hast  afflicted  me." 

But  among  your  number,  I  seethe  aged  parent,*' 
casting  a  wishful  look,  and  apparently  ready  to  say. 
Ah  I  has  she  gone  before  me  !  I  had  expected  to  ar- 
rive there  first.  Oh,  had  you  tarried  a  ftw  moments^ 
I  should  have  accompanied  you  I  farewell  but  a  mo- 
ment, and  I  shall  be  with  you.^ The  other  relatives 

unite  with  you,  in  cordial  expressions  of  sorrow  at  your 
common  loss,  and  feel  the  anguish  of  mourners.  Un- 
der your  afflictions,  let  God  be  your  only  source  of 
comfort.  Repair  to  him  for  help,  he  can  dry  up  your 
tears,  and  cause  you,  although  sorrowing,  yet  to  re- 
joice. Xive  near  to  him  in  prayer,  and  in  the  lively 
exercise  of  all  the  Christian  graces,  and  he  will  heal 
your  w^ounded  spirits,  and  give  you  the  oil  of  joy  for 
mourning.  May  the  Lord  comfort  and  support  you, 
and  sanctify  his  dealings  to  your  spiritual  benefit. 

'^  The  pious  "mother  of  the  companion  of  the  deceased  who  had  been 
visited  with  distressiiig  sickness,  and  her  life  despaired  of,  but  was  so  far 
recovered,  as  to  be  conveyed  to  the  place  in  which  the  funeral  exer- 
cises were  attended. 
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To  all  of  us,  my  friends,  the  calls  of  God  are  loud 
and  repeated.  Yet  what  stupidity  causes  us  to  refuse 
to  hear  !  When  God  speaks,  what  impiety  to  refuse 
an  answer  !  Several  from  among  us  have  expired  du- 
ring the  present  year,  and  before  it  shall  have  com- 
pleted its  revolution,  probably  many  more  will  have 
finished  their  state  of  trial,  and  entered  on  their  eter- 
nal  and  unchangeable  state.  Oh,  let  us  not  rest  a  sin- 
gle moment,  if  we  have  not  made  our  peace  with  God. 
If,  when  God  calls,  we  refuse  ;  when  he  stretches  out 
his  hand,  we  do  not  regard  it ;  if  we  set  at  nought  his 
counsels,  and  will  not  listen  to  his  providences,  we 
may  rest  assured,  that  he  will  laugh  at  our  calamity,  and 
mock  when  our  fears  come,  and  that  to  our  everlasting 
disappointment  and  shame.  Let  us  then  make  a  wise 
improvement  of  God's  providential  dealings  with  us, 
and  be  resigned  and  submissive  to  his  will.  Let  us 
carefully  imitate  the  example  of  Christ  and  the  bible 
saints,  and  patiently  submit  to  the  holy  government  of 
God.  It  is  matter  of  joy  that  God  will  be  glorified  in 
all  his  works.  This  world  is  a  scene  of  trouble  and 
disappointment.  But  the  voice  of  God  can  hush  all 
to  peace,  and  cause  all  to  speak  his  praise.  Let  us  re- 
joice in  the  holy  government  of  God  and  say,  "  I  know, 
O  Lord,  that  thy  judgments  are  right,  and  that  thou 
in  faithfulness  hast  aiflicted  me."  Let  us  learn  our 
dependence,  our  frailty,  the  solemnity  of  exchanging 
worlds,  and  the  vast  importance  of  living  in  peace  with 
God.  Let  us  stand  with  our  loins  girt,  our  feet  shod 
with  the  preparation  of  the  gospel,  our  lamps  trimmed 
and  burning,  having  the  oil  of  grace  in  our  hearts,  that 
we  may  hail  the  coming  of  the  bridegroom,  and  enter 
into  that  rest  which  God  has  prepared  for  all  those  who 
love  him,  and  drink  at  those  pure  streams  which  flow 
at  his  right  hand,  where  are  pleasures  for  ever  more. 
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